
 
 

February 2011 
 
More about the government’s plans for the forests, details of the National MBO Score 

League, news that the on-line entry system is now up and running, and a reminder to get 

your entries in nice and early as the calendar starts to fill up.  
 

FIXTURES 
 

February 2011 
Sat 19 Leavening, Pocklington,  Yorks MBO Score 2hr NYMBO Winter 4/4 Details 

Sun 20 Borrowdale, Cumbria MBO Score 2hr30m West Coast MTB Winter 4/5 Details 

Sun 20 Biggin/Hartington/White Peak  MBO Score 3hr Dark & White Winter 5/6 Details 

Sun 27 MOD Stafford MBO  Middle dist Walton Chasers Orienteering Club 

 National MBO 1/12  

Details 

 

March 2011 
Wed 03 Cumbria MBO Score 1hr45m  West Coast MTB   Night Event 3 of 3 Details 

Sat 05 Cowtons area,  Darlington Bike O 2hr Cleveland Orienteering Klub Winter 3/3 Details 

Sat 12 White Horse & Wass Forest,  

N Yorks 

MBO Score 3hr NYMBO Summer 1/9 Details 

Sun 13 N Peak Dist MBO Score 3hr Dark & White Winter 6/6 

National MBO Score 1/7 

Details 

Sun 13 Braithwaite, Cumbria MBO Score 3hr West Coast MTB Winter 5/5 Details 

Sat 19  Swinley Forest –  

Upper Star Posts 

MBO Middle dist Berkshire Orienteers 

Southern MBO 2/8 

National MBO 2/12  

Details 

Sat 26  Orton, Cumbria  (date change) MBO Score 2hr30m Cross Cumbria Cyclists (XCC) Winter 3/5 Details 

Sat 26  North Ringwood  MBO Score 90min 

(launch of Permanent 

MTBO Course) 

Wimborne Orienteers  

Southern MBO  3/8 

Details 

 
April 2011 

Sat 9 Swaledale, Yorks Dales MBO Score 5hr NYMBO Summer 2/9 Details 

Sat 9 Wareham Forest & Gore Heath  MBO Middle dist WSX  

Southern MBO 4/8 

National MBO 3/12 

 Details 

Sun 10  Pentlands (date change) MBO Score 3hr SMBO  Summer 1/6 Details 

Sun 10 Peak district Enduro  Dark & White  Details 

Sat 16 Blanchland, Northumberland MBO Score 4hr National MBO Score 2/7 Details 

Sun 17  Endmoor near Kendal MBO Score 3hr XCC Summer 1/7  Details 

 

Full calendar and lots more info on the BMBO website  

http://www.bmbo.org.uk 

  

http://www.bmbo.org.uk/calendar/details.php?event_id=131
http://www.bmbo.org.uk/calendar/details.php?event_id=145
http://www.bmbo.org.uk/calendar/details.php?event_id=112
http://www.bmbo.org.uk/calendar/details.php?event_id=176
http://www.bmbo.org.uk/calendar/details.php?event_id=149
http://www.bmbo.org.uk/calendar/details.php?event_id=135
http://www.bmbo.org.uk/calendar/details.php?event_id=151
http://www.bmbo.org.uk/calendar/details.php?event_id=113
http://www.bmbo.org.uk/calendar/details.php?event_id=146
http://www.bmbo.org.uk/calendar/details.php?event_id=189
http://www.bmbo.org.uk/calendar/details.php?event_id=125
http://www.bmbo.org.uk/calendar/details.php?event_id=184
http://www.bmbo.org.uk/calendar/details.php?event_id=152
http://www.bmbo.org.uk/calendar/details.php?event_id=187
http://www.bmbo.org.uk/calendar/details.php?event_id=172
http://www.bmbo.org.uk/calendar/details.php?event_id=165
http://www.bmbo.org.uk/calendar/details.php?event_id=160
http://www.bmbo.org.uk/calendar/details.php?event_id=173
http://www.bmbo.org.uk/


The Forest Sell Off 
By BMBO chairman, John Houlihan 

 
BMBO isn't here to take a political stance. But we want to ensure we have the same access to 
Forestry Commission (FC) forests we currently enjoy and pay for through our National Agreement 
with FC, regardless of who owns the forest. 
 
The current proposals do not give us confidence that our access will be maintained. BMBO are 
listed on the official consultation list and we are looking at ways to secure the access required for 
our sport, indeed for our recreational rides as well. 
The proposals fall a long way short of safeguarding our access in our view.  
Here are just a few things that make us nervous because the public statements made by 
government and the contents of the consultation document just do not stack up right now: 
 
1. The public’s legal rights of access will be maintained. Problem - we currently get a lot of 
permissive access to the FC estate, this will not be safeguarded in these proposals. We need a 
guarantee that permissive access will also be safeguarded. 
 
2. The public bodies bill currently making its way through parliament, gives the government the 
legal power sell off FC estate regardless of the consultation outcome. Until the forestry clauses are 
removed from the Public Bodies Bill, FC forests remain under threat of 100% disposal both now 
and into the future regardless of any consultation outcomes. This does not give us confidence the 
consultation is genuine. 
 
3. Communities can buy Forests if they wish. The devil is in the detail, communities will need to 
check the FC web site daily to see if their local forest is for sale. Once a sale is announced on the 
web site, the local community has 28 days to present a business plan and prove they have the 
money to purchase the land. Practically we do not think this is possible, we therefore have 
reservations about thinking behind these disposal proposals. 
 
Those of you who have read the consultation documents will probably have been struck by what is 
missing as opposed to what they are proposing. The document is loaded towards supporting a 
sale of the estate. Our concerns on access can only be met by lobbying parliamentarians and 
government. We are still thinking about the best response to the consultation document and will 
give our view in a few weeks. The political environment is changing daily on this issue and we 
need to see how this  
 

In the short term, we feel that our members should support  
the general pressure groups opposing the sale proposals. 

 
Our voice will be reasoned, but in the public gallery we will be drowned out by numbers and the 
government is more likely to listen to numbers. Please take the issue seriously as it really does 
have implications for your cycling. 
 

http://38degrees.org.uk/page/s/save-our-forests 

 

Editor’s Postscript:  The day after I received this article, news broke that the government was 

shelving their plans to sell all the forests.  But if I have read correctly, 15% is still due to be 

sold over the next 4 years, and the gov are now planning a “panel of experts to look at public 
access and biodiversity within the publicly owned woodland.”   

The protests have won some time, so stay alert and make sure we keep access for our sport.   

Does your local forest have a “friends” group you could support?   
Or a trailbuilding group who will fight for access? 

 

  

http://38degrees.org.uk/page/s/save-our-forests


National MBO Score League 
 

General guidelines: 
 
Each year a number of MBO Score events are selected as National League Events. (Y) 

The number of events that will count towards the league is decided.  (X) 

The minimum number of events riders must compete in to qualify for inclusion in the league 
is also decided. (Z) 

If a National Event is cancelled, the numbers to count and to qualify may be amended by the 

committee. 
 

The overall winner at each event will score 100 points.  

All other finishers who have registered their BMBO number on their entry will receive a 
percentage of the winners score. e.g. Winner scores 400 points = 100 league points, so a 

competitor scoring 300 points will score 75 league points. 

The competitor’s (or team’s) best counting scores will be added together to determine their 

National League position at the end of the year.  
Current league tables will be available on the web or in the newsletter.  All enquiries about 

league scores must be made to the league co-ordinator within 3 weeks of the scores first 

being available to members. 
The lowest qualifying score of a planner of a National Event will be calculated as an average 

of their best (X-1) Scores in other qualifying events.  

If two or more riders tie for first place, they are both (all) winners, and will share the trophy. 
 

BMBO perpetual trophies will be awarded to the winner of each league class at the end of the 

season. The trophies will usually be presented at the AGM. 
In addition to the National League there are several Regional Leagues and mini leagues 

administered by BMBO clubs, who decide their own rules. These are listed on the Event 

Calendar page. 
 

National MBO Score League 2011 

National Event 1 Sun 13 March Northern Peak District D&W   

National Event 2 Sat 16 April Blanchland NEMBOS 

National Event 3 Sun 22 May Cumbria XCC 

National Event 4 Sat  11 June Kildale NEMBOS 

National Event 5   Sun 3 July Yarrow Valley SCOTTISH 

National Event 6 Sun 11 September Torver  XCC 

National Event 7 Sat 08 October Nidderdale NYMBO 

 

A rider’s best 4 scores from the 7 events will count for the league.    

If one event is cancelled, 4 scores still count. 

If two events are cancelled, 3 scores will count. 

Riders must compete in a minimum of 3 events to qualify for a league place. 
 

More details of all these events on the event calendar tab of the website 
  



Online entries 

By BMBO website manager, John Houlihan 
 

Online entries are now live for competitors. 
Competitors can now enter events online, once the organiser activates online entries 
for their event. Users will need to login to enter events and your membership will be 
checked before entry is allowed. The system has been designed to allow ease of use 
with the following facilities: 
 
1. Enter as many events as you wish in one session. 
2. Enter other competitors (team member, family, friends etc) in one session, just    
enter another event and select the new entrants. 
3. Make one payment for all events and competitors entered in a session. 
4. Only active members will be able to enter events online, you will not be able to 
enter a team partner if their membership has lapsed. 
5. Receive discounts if the organiser has activated this feature for their series. 
6. Swap events within a series if the organiser has activated this feature. 
 
Online entries - An organisers view of things. 
Online entries has been run on 4 events and the feedback has been very positive.  
All organisers found the reduced hassle of taking money, entries on the day and 
downloading the start list ready to run the event was a great help. Here's a quick 
overview of how it works and how you can configure it for your club. We are looking 
at a pdf guide complete with screen grabs, but you will probably find it just as easy to 
look at it because it really is self explanatory.  
The highlights are: 
1. Switch online entries On or Off for your individual events (default Off). 
2. Set a basic setup preferences for your club in the club information. You can set 
your prices, discount rates, entry closing dates, entry limit etc. 
3. When you create a new event, your club preferences are copied to your event, 
you can then edit them at event level and create one off set ups for specific events. 
ie you could have a basic set up for a series and then edit a one off event to be 
different. 
4. If you are running a league, you could offer discounts for multiple entries to your 
league. An 8 event series that requires 5 counting events, could receive a 20% 
discount if you enter 5 events. You can add up to 8 variations so you decide how to 
market your series. These discounts apply to each event uniquely so a series could 
have different prices for each event, but the series discounts apply as percentage. 
5. Add competitors manually if you are taking postal entries. You then still get an up 
to date start list and ALL entries have been membership validated. 
6. Download an Autodownload, OE Score or BMBO format start list. 
7. Submit your levy return as usual with the EOD entries.  
    BMBO with then pay you via Bacs. 
8. Costs - We are currently using PayPal at 3% + 20 pence per transaction. But              
expect news of a price reduction as we sort a new way of taking monies. 
 

It really is very easy to use so get in there,  
configure it and start the online entries running. 

  



Starting Soon! 
 

The first rounds of both national leagues will be taking place shortly. 

A quick reminder: 

National MBO League: 12 events of various lengths, controls taken in order. 

Usually orienteering style maps. 
Round 1.  Sun 27 Feb  MOD Stafford.    

Pre-entry strongly advised due to security requirements (you can enter on-line). 

Details of this event and the league are on the website.   

 

National MBO Score League (previously known as trail quest) 

7 events of 3 or 4 hours duration, score format - controls can be visited in any order. 
Usually OS based maps. 

Round 1. Sun 13 March  Northern Peak District.   

Enter by 8 Mar to be sure of a map and avoid late surcharge. 

Details of this event on the website.  Details of the league in this newsletter  

 

   
 

 

Sea Quest  2 April 2011 
 

Orienteers are notorious for finding different ways of using a map and compass in 

pursuit of a physical and technical challenge.  Foot O is the original, but there is also 

MBO, Ski-O, Cave-O, Radio-O and, if your arms are strong enough, Canoe-O....   

 
The 5th Ravenglass Seaquest is taking place on Saturday 2nd April 

(assuming the weather is not really, really bad). 

3 hours to navigate in kayaks or canoes to as many controls as you can in the three 

estuaries of Ravenglass.  Mass start will be 10.45hrs. 

Categories for doubles, singles, groups, families, canoes, kayaks, etc, 

Donation of £7 is requested to cover cost of maps, punch cards, BCU insurance and 
donation to our chosen charity. 

The course has been planned to test your route choice, paddling ability and 

navigation skills - and of course for you to see some beautiful scenery and have fun. 
(obviously not run under BMBO jurisdiction, but sounds fun: ed) 

 

 

March Newsletter  
 

Event reports, articles, letters to the editor – all welcome. 
Copy date 14th March, please 

 

newsletter@bmbo.org.uk  

mailto:newsletter@bmbo.org.uk

